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eventually reaches Herat, where he finds and recovers his
beloved Visa. After defeating and slaying a minister who
has rebelled against him, he seeks out a great shcykh, and,
under his guidance and direction, dedicates himself to the
mystic and contemplative life.

4.  Taper and Moth.

Taper (Shcnf] and Moth (Pervdne) appear in this romance
as proper names. The former, described as a beautiful dark-
haired and rosy-cheeked maiden, dwells in the Sunset-land,
constantly waited on by two slaves, a Greek named Camphor
(Kdfhr] and a negro called Ambergris ^Aubar}. At a banquet
which she gives to her friends, two of the guests, named
Bottle and Glass, fall to quarreling, until at length Wine
makes peace between them. At this point there enters the
banquet-hall a poor, lovelorn stranger from the East, namely
Moth (Pervdne), the hero of the talc. He catches sight of
Taper in her pavilion, and falls in love with her. Ambergris
the slave chides him for intruding uninvited into the feast.
He thereupon turns appealingly to Taper, who withdraws
her veil and thereby completes her conquest Moth, over-
come by her beauty, wanders out into the garden, where
he remains all night. In the morning Zephyr, the gardener,
comes to tend the flowers, which he finds all in confusion
and disarray from the previous night's carouse. Hearing a
moaning in a corner of the garden, he proceeds thither and
discovers Moth, with whom he converses. lie than goes to
King Spring (Behdr] to complain of the confusion of the
garden; and Spring sends his emir Lightning to punish the
flowers for their disordcrlincss. Lightning rears his red banner
and rushes on the garden to execute the King's commands,
but Moth intercedes with God, who causes the storm to pass